
 

 



St Benedict's Catholic College 
Newsletter Issue 23  - 8th March 2024 

Message from the Principal 

Dear parents, carers, students and friends 

Once again the excellent facilitators from the Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge have worked with 

our year 10 students to help them create a speech from scratch and then deliver the speech to an 

audience of their peers.  Although the thought of this is sometimes quite daunting, the experience of 

developing their public speaking always proves positive for participants with some fantastic skills 

developed in the process.  We look forward to hearing the winning speeches during assemblies in 

due course. 

Students on our Opal Coast trip are also immersing themselves in some enriching experiences this 

week as well as putting their language skills to the test.  They’ve been enjoying a wide range of 

French speaking activities including bread and pastry making, a tour of the old town in Boulogne and 

a visit to the fascinating Nausicaa Sealife Centre.  My thanks to our dedicated members of staff who 

have worked so hard to make these experiences possible. 

Yesterday was World Book Day and students had the opportunity to get hooked in a story that was 

told in episodes across their lessons.  Students in year 9 had the special treat of being given a free 

book to bring home and enjoy.  Reading is an essential life skill and we encourage all our young 

people to read every day. 

Mrs J E Santinelli 

Principal 

Chaplaincy 

 



Favorite Fiction Club 

Favourite Fiction Club is back! 

Every Wednesday 3.30 pm – 4.30 pm in the Library. 

Open to all year groups. 

Mr Hallows 

Cover Supervisor 

 

World Book Day 

Don't forget to use your £1 book token.  This can be spent at a large number of bookshops.  Mrs 

Cockcroft has a few spare tickets in the library if you need another one!  You either get £1 off a book 

costing more than £2.99 or you can exchange your token for one of a number of free books written 

especially for World Book Day.  The tokens are valid from now until 31st March 2024.  

Only under 18’s can use a token and you can only use one token per transaction.  You can find lots 

more information at: www.worldbookday.com  

I hope you decide to buy a brilliant book with your token!  

Mrs Hunter 

Teacher of English and Media Studies 

https://worldbookday.com/


 

 

Get Caught Reading 

Following World Book Day, teachers are out and about looking for students who are 

'getting caught reading' - this will continue into next week. 

If you are seen reading in the corridor, before school, during break or lunchtime then you will be 

awarded with a 'Get Caught Reading Voucher' - these can then be presented to any English teacher 

who will reward you with respect points!    

Bring your books next week and 'Get Caught Reading'! 

Mrs Hunter 

English Teacher and Literacy Lead 



 

Foyle Young Poets of the Year 

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award 2024 opens this week! 

This year’s competition opened on 7th March  and you have until 31 July to enter! 

If you think you might be interested in entering you can see last year's winners online, along with the 

accompanying anthology of commended poems.  

The award is open to anyone aged 11-17.  Students can enter the competition individually or via 

their English teacher. 

On Tuesday 12th March, 4.30 pm  - 5.30 pm, students aged 14-17 can sign up to join a live session on 

Zoom run by the Young Poet's Society, where they can learn more about the award.  There will an 

opportunity to meet the judges as well as the chance to take part in some writing activities.  Places 

are limited, please email FYP@poetrysociety.org.uk to book. 

We’d love to see some of our students’ work entered into the competition.  Everyone who enters 

receives an e-certificate of participation, which they can print and display with pride, while the 

winners receive a range of prizes, including books and talent development support from The Poetry 

Society, such as publication, performance and mentoring! 

To find out more please visit foyleyoungpoets.org 

Mrs Bishop 

Head of Communications Faculty 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fissuu.com%2Fpoetrysociety%2Fdocs%2F85628_poetry_foyle_proof_v1&data=05|02|v.vingerhoets%40stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk|5dc3154162784ffaef6908dc3dc23f27|e8b659c6486b4d0a8f4509e2fcd31add|1|0|638453151700194303|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=Ufd5f%2FpSb3RqykMj0njXoDIWyQvxfW0soDrwTAmwFQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fissuu.com%2Fpoetrysociety%2Fdocs%2Ffoylecommendedanthology_issuu&data=05|02|v.vingerhoets%40stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk|5dc3154162784ffaef6908dc3dc23f27|e8b659c6486b4d0a8f4509e2fcd31add|1|0|638453151700206268|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=2hvJtS0huo4ZanlWvvrqIjZ4vJ%2B9n4SWuRZVGG7aVDk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:FYP@poetrysociety.org.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffoyleyoungpoets.org%2F&data=05|02|v.vingerhoets%40stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk|5dc3154162784ffaef6908dc3dc23f27|e8b659c6486b4d0a8f4509e2fcd31add|1|0|638453151700214643|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|0|||&sdata=nw1tS0eb5x7Hwe71rryjnPqoiWZboSwkOSNy0hUCuNI%3D&reserved=0


 

Book Of The Week 

The Swifts written by Beth Lincoln 

On the day they are born, each Swift is brought before the sacred Family Dictionary.  They are given a 

name that it is assumed they will grow up to match.  Unfortunately, Shenanigan Swift has other 

ideas.  Shenanigan knows she can be whatever she wants, which is lucky really, because when one of 

the family tries to murder Arch-Aunt Schadenfreude, someone has to work out who did it.  Can 

Shenanigan catch the killer before everyone in her family are murdered?  And in a family where 

definitions are so important, can she learn to define herself? 

The Swifts is available to read in our college library. 

Mrs Sullivan 

Reader Leader 



 

1 - The Swifts by Beth Lincoln 

GCSE Drama Needs You! 

With exam season upon us, some of the year 11 candidates who have opted for costume design are 

looking for a few items that you might have at home.  If anyone could lend or donate any of the 

following items for our performance of 'Shakers', which is set in a cocktail bar during the 1980's, we 

would be most grateful. 

• Black waistcoats - all sizes 

• Lycra black mini / pencil skirts 

• cropped / stirrup / pedal pusher style black trousers 

• Sets of braces 

• White stiletto heels / white flat pumps / white deck shoes  

Please take any donations to the drama studio.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

Mrs Davies 

Teacher of Drama 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Swifts-Beth-Lincoln/dp/0241536456/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1SJ8W9AXQRN8F&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1m6X7GFpE-FKRXbL6rdXQdVx52AB9gwoLzDGN8ailbucg8Wjb2GpmKY3T3rV67eVy1DceoTQrDz72T_WN2MZfWmAtZCPhoFH-jOe9iiRFPunonFqqd4t3qccQlSLoPJ0ahS1-HhD_l8FJdd91WGmSLq8bLS4eBVOTPeVVRJngmYGtRQ0fqgARXm0C_wcUQX1.BqksrxyWq6JwzVB0YKLU70-8yxHboBSYECB-X_x3kMc&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+swifts+beth+lincoln&qid=1709736184&sprefix=The+swifts%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1


 

Catering Menu  - Week B 

Please ensure your child’s ParentPay meal account is in credit. Any new deposits for the day must be 

made by 8.20 am in order for funds to clear in time for break. 

For the full list of menu choices this week, please click on here 

 

https://www.stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk/welcome/catering-menus/


 

 



 

 

Communications Sent out This Week 

Years 7, 8 & 9 - Active in Mind 

Year 11 DT students - GCSE DT Coursework 

Selected Students - Paul Hannaford Workshop 



Instagram Highlights 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

You can follow our Instagram link here 

Numeracy Challenge 

This week’s 3 respect points go to Hope and Cian of 9S.  Congratulations!  

Mr Asamoah 

https://www.instagram.com/stbensofficial/?hl=en


Teacher of maths and Numeracy Coordinator 

 

Full Leader board will be shared next week. 

Our front runners at the moment are 7B, 8N, 9E and 10T. 

 

Week Commencing 11th March 2024  - Week B 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local groups. Such activities are not 

quality assured by the college and parent/carers should be aware of the need to reassure themselves 

of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at information 

reports etc. 
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