
 

 



St Benedict's Catholic College 
Newsletter Issue 14 - Friday 15th 
December 2023 

Message from the Principal 

Dear parents, carers, students and friends 

Thank you so much for the generous donations made to our Christmas Foodbank appeal.  We 

rounded off the collection this morning with festive tunes and a surprise appearance from Father 

Christmas himself!  By the start of the college day our mini bus was loaded with essential items 

which will be taken to the Colchester Foodbank ready to be distributed to local families before 

Christmas. 

On Tuesday and Thursday this week over 600 students enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch, complete 

with pudding and crackers.  Form tutors and students enjoyed sitting down to the meal together, 

sharing some terrible cracker jokes!  A big thank you to Mrs Smith and the catering team who 

worked incredibly hard on both days. Thank you too to our wonderful office staff Mrs Clark, Mrs 

McKay,  Mrs Chappell and all who helped serve and tidy up afterwards. 

We’re really grateful for the support given to our other fundraising activities, including our Nativity 

Scene raffle  - the proceeds of this will go to support the incredible work of Brentwood Catholic 

Children’s Society.  There’s still time to buy tickets via ParentPay before the draw takes place at our 

Christmas carol service on Monday evening at 6.00 pm - please do come along.  

The last day of term is Wednesday 20th December and we return to college on Thursday 4th January. 

On behalf of all the staff at the college, we wish everyone a very happy and holy Christmas. 

Mrs J E Santinelli 

Principal 

Chaplaincy 

Carol service 

The college carol service will be on Monday 18th December at 6.00 pm in the Manning Hall.  If you 

would like to attend this wonderful and festive evening, please could you fill out the following form if 

you haven't done so already: https://forms.office.com/e/b2iHD4V0i6 

Nativity set raffle 

To be in with a chance to win this beautiful hand-made Nativity figures set and wooden stable, 

please find the "crib raffle" payment item on ParentPay.  Tickets are £2 each.  If you do not have a 

ParentPay account or you are having trouble with ParentPay, please contact the college office.  All 

money raised will go to support the great work of Brentwood Catholic Children's Society. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fe%2Fb2iHD4V0i6&data=05|02|c.francis%40stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk|3c431907d50049e2214208dbfd5305db|e8b659c6486b4d0a8f4509e2fcd31add|1|0|638382305233715599|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|3000|||&sdata=6sx7uPNCbE7Bglwcvx7rVoxGq0e8QXHCxzPjTjNsM94%3D&reserved=0


Mr Fusi 

Lay Chaplain 

 

The Second Adam 

In Year 7 RE, students have been tackling the rich yet perplexing texts of Genesis’ creation stories by 

tackling both Chapter One and Two. It has been an insightful way to help us understand how to read 

the Bible. We have learnt that especially in the case of Genesis it reads very similarly to a poem and a 

romantic story where God’s ultimate love is illustrated to us at the very conception of our creation. 

Whilst Darwin’s theory of evolution takes precedent in understanding how we came to be as animals 

the Genesis story still informs us of God’s lasting promise. Indeed, as mentioned in Paul’s First Letter 

to the Corinthians as well as hinted in the second chapter of Genesis we are told of the coming of a 

“Second Adam”, Jesus Christ: God’s promise that he is with us, always. This radical love and this 

theme of Genesis’ promise of Jesus’ coming begins at Christmas. This is why we have run in 7N a 

Christmas card competition to fuse these narratives together and to highlight of the foretelling of 

Jesus found in Genesis. A real gap in the Christmas card market!  

7N came up with some astonishingly detailed and beautiful cards which showed the birth of The Son 

of Man in this light. Mr Fusi, our lay chaplain, was on duty to judge these cards. It was tough 

competition but I am delighted to share that (in no particular order) Hettie, Noah, Ava and Sherise 

came out as joint champions. A chocolatey prize awaits them! A special mention to also Nico, Anaiah, 

Rezin And Esther for their wonderful contributions. 



 

 

Year 7 - Science Groups 

Our year 7 students have settled well into college and have made a great success of their first term 

with us whilst they have been taught in their tutor groups. To help us provide the best levels of 

challenge and support students will be placed into science groups in the new year.   

New timetables which reflect new groupings and allocated teachers for science will be available on 

Class Charts from 01/01/23.   

Should you have any questions in relation to this, please contact myself and I will help with your 

enquiries. 



Mr Jeffery 

Head of Science 

Materials for Technology 

If you have any unwanted small jam jars, newspapers, old sheet music and Christmas 

decorations/baubles, please donate them to the art and technology department 

Please bring any donations to Mrs Stewart-Thomas in room 29.  Thank you! 

Mrs Stewart-Thomas 

Head of Art, Design and Technology 

 

 



 

 



Book Of The Week 

 

1 - Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah, who sadly passed away recently at the age of 65.  

Benjamin was an award winning writer, poet, actor and musician of Jamaican heritage. 

This is the story of Leonard, who at 10 years old makes the journey with his mother from Jamaica to 

join his father in England. Leonard is part of the Windrush generation, one of thousands of people 

who were persuaded by the government to help rebuild England after the Second World War, and to 

make a better life for themselves.  Benjamin Zephaniah draws on his own experience of growing up 

in Britain in the 1960s to describe the difficulties Leonard and his family face: the freezing English 

weather, the awful food and the extremely unwelcoming people.  The story begins by focusing on 

Leonard’s childhood, but follows him all the way to 2018 when he is denied citizenship in the country 

he has lived in all his life: a tragic example of the Windrush scandal.  

This book is available in the college library. 

Mrs Sullivan 

Reader Leader 

https://amzn.eu/d/8XN9nq7


Catering Menu - Week A 

Please ensure your child’s ParentPay meal account is in credit. Any new deposits for the day must be 

made by 8.20 am in order for funds to clear in time for break. 

For the full list of menu choices this week, please click on here 

 

https://www.stbenedicts.essex.sch.uk/welcome/catering-menus/


 

 



Instagram Highlights 

 

 



 

You can follow our Instagram link here 

Numeracy Challenge 

Well done and thanks for your hard work.  This week’s 3 respect points go to Michael and Katie of 9T.  

Congratulations! 

Mr Asamoah 

Teacher of maths and Numeracy Coordinator 

 

https://www.instagram.com/stbensofficial/?hl=en


 

 



Week Commencing Monday 18th December  - Week A 

Christmas Holiday – Thursday 21st December 2023  - Wednesday 

3rd January 2024 

We are occasionally asked to promote activities/clubs etc. from local groups. Such activities are not 

quality assured by the college and parent/carers should be aware of the need to reassure themselves 

of the quality and safety of the services on offer, for example by visiting, looking at information 

reports etc. 
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